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“Urban Agriculture is the production of food 
in a form and scale that is appropriate for the 

urban context and includes market garden; 
community garden, public; community 

garden, private; private garden; aquaculture; 
and urban beekeeping”

- Sacramento City Code 17.108.220 (emphasis added)
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Types of Urban Ag

● Community Garden, Public: public land divided into multiple plots that are 
available to the public for growing and harvesting of fruits, vegetables, flowers, 
fiber, nuts, seeds, or culinary herbs primarily for the personal use of the growers, 
and that is established, operated, and maintained by the city.

● Community Garden, Private:  an otherwise undeveloped lot divided into multiple 
plots for the growing and harvesting of fruits, vegetables, flowers, fiber, nuts, 
seeds, and culinary herbs primarily for the personal use of the growers, and that is 
established, operated, and maintained by a group of persons, other than the city. 

4



Types of Urban Ag (cont.)

● Market Garden: the use of a site for cultivation of fruits, vegetables, flowers, 
fiber, nuts, seeds, or culinary herbs for sale or donation of its produce to the 
public which is in a zone other than an A or A-OS.

● Private Garden: a private food-producing garden that is accessory to the primary 
use of the site and which is located in the front yard, side yard, rear yard, rooftop, 
courtyard, balcony, fence, wall, window sill or basement.
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Types of Urban Ag (cont.)

● Urban Beekeeping: having or ranching no more than two beehives on a single 
parcel of property.

● Aquaculture: the cultivation of marine or freshwater fish, shellfish, or plants 
under controlled conditions. Aquaculture includes aquaponics which integrates 
aquaculture with hydroponics by recycling the waste products from fish to 
fertilize hydroponically growing plants.
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Urban Ag-Related Uses

● Urban Agriculture Stand: a temporary produce stand that is accessory to an urban 
agriculture use.

● Community Market: a temporary outdoor market, covering an area 500 square 
feet or less, that sells agricultural products, including flowers. 
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Zoning and Allowed Uses

● Urban ag definitions & development standards on 
Urban Agriculture Regulations page
https://www.cityofsacramento.gov/community-
development/planning/long-range/urban-
agriculture/urban-agriculture-regulations

● Email planning@cityofsacramento.org for property zoning

9

https://www.cityofsacramento.gov/community-development/planning/long-range/urban-agriculture/urban-agriculture-regulations
https://www.cityofsacramento.gov/community-development/planning/long-range/urban-agriculture/urban-agriculture-regulations
https://www.cityofsacramento.gov/community-development/planning/long-range/urban-agriculture/urban-agriculture-regulations
mailto:planning@cityofsacramento.org


What is an UAIZ Agreement?

● Voluntary contractual agreement between City and landowner

● Commits eligible parcels to urban ag use for 5 years

● Reduces property tax for duration of contract

● Property owners who sign an agreement this round will see a reduction 
in their property tax on their bill beginning in late 2025
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Property Tax Reduction

● Replaces assessed value of property with average value of irrigated cropland in CA

● Value of irrigated cropland published every year by CA Board of Equalization

○ 2024 per acre value of California irrigated cropland: $18,600

● Tax savings: more recent landowners will see bigger reductions

● For estimates, contact Sacramento County Assessor’s Office
ASR-AgriculturalTeam@saccounty.net
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What if I Don’t Own Land?

● You can still apply as “applicant”

● Property owner must sign:

○ Letter of Agency

○ Contract Agreement (requires notarization) 
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Eligibility Criteria

● Parcel size: 0.10 – 3 acres (4,356 – 130,680 sqft)

● Vacant, unimproved

● No development; accessory uses related to urban ag allowed (toolsheds, urban ag stands)

● Entire property used for urban ag

● No land use approvals needed (won’t apply in most cases)

● Required: Metered water service connection or approved well
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Application Process

● Find the right parcel & reach agreement with property owner

● Complete application (available at www.cityofsacramento.gov/uaiz)

● Email application to planning@cityofsacramento.org

● Staff will conduct preliminary determination of eligibility & notify applicant

● Staff will create a file number for your application

● Staff will review the application, visit site, and confirm it meets eligibility critiera
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Application Process (cont.)

● Staff will prepare draft Agreement and send to the property owner

● Schedule appointment to deliver signed and notarized Contract

● Staff will route Agreement for signatures and City Clerk attestation

● Staff will record Agreement with Sacramento County Recorder before December 31

● Original recorded Agreement returned to Clerk’s Office; 
owner/applicant will receive copy
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How to Prepare an Application

● Fill and sign Letter of Agency (property owner)

● Prepare simple Urban Agriculture Plan

● Sign Watering Schedule and Conservation Regulations Acknowledgement 
and Water Quality Best Management Practices Acknowledgement

● Take photos of site and attach to application

● Attach legal description of site
(no need to fill out Agreement template in packet) 16
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Letter of Agency
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Urban Agriculture Plan
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Water Conservation and Quality 
Acknowledgements
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Sample Legal Description of Property
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Sample Legal Description of Property
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• Can be found on most recent recorded deed

• If you don’t have this, you can

• Find on Sacramento County Parcel Viewer (online)

• Request from County Clerk’s Office



Agreement Requirements

● Commence urban ag activity within 30 days of signing

● Restrict land use to urban ag

● Entire property committed to urban ag for 5 years

● City reserves the right to conduct site visits throughout Agreement duration
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Strategies for Success

● Prepare ahead of time (e.g., check your water connection and meter and obtain 
required permits if needed)

● Commence urban ag activity early, if possible

● Keep your plans simple and sustainable

● Submit a complete application by November 1
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Timeline

● Application Deadline: Friday, November 1, 2024, 4pm
Submit to planning@cityofsacramento.org
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Questions?

Contact information:

Amy Yang, Associate Planner
asyang@cityofsacramento.org

Property zoning questions:
planning@cityofsacramento.org

Property value questions:
ASR-AgriculturalTeam@saccounty.net
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