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DATE: July 8, 2021 

TO:  Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, and Interested Persons 

FROM: Elizabeth Boyd, Senior Planner 
 Community Development Department 

RE:  NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
AND SCOPING MEETING FOR THE STOCKTON BOULEVARD PLAN 

COMMENT PERIOD 

July 8, 2021 – August 9, 2021 

SCOPING MEETING 

July 20, 2021; 4:30-5:30 p.m. 

By Computer: To join the meeting by computer, please register:  

Zoom Meeting Registration Link: https://tinyurl.com/88yuppm8 
The presentation will be recorded and available to view after July 20, 2021, at the project 

website: cityofsacramento.org/Stockton-Blvd-Plan 

Responsible agencies and members of the public are invited to attend and provide input 
on the scope of the EIR. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, the scoping meeting will be 
conducted in a virtual open house format. Written comments regarding relevant issues 
may be submitted during the meeting. 

INTRODUCTION 

The City of Sacramento (City) is the lead agency responsible for preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed Stockton Boulevard Plan (Plan). The EIR will evaluate 
potential significant environmental effects of the proposed Stockton Boulevard Plan and 
associated actions. Written comments regarding the issues that should be covered in the EIR, 
including potential alternatives to the proposed Plan and the scope of the analysis, are invited. 

The EIR for the proposed Plan is being prepared in compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). Under CEQA, the City, as lead agency, must issue a Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) to inform trustee agencies, the public, and responsible agencies of its decision to prepare 
an EIR. The purpose of the NOP is to provide information describing the project and its potential 
environmental effects to those who may wish to comment regarding the scope and content of 

https://tinyurl.com/88yuppm8
file://aei-mp01-vm/Shares/Projects/2019/19010203.01%20-%20Sacramento,%20City%20of%20-%20Stockton%20Boulevard%20Plan/4_Deliverables%20in%20progress/05_NOP/03_%20To%20PIC/cityofsacramento.org/Stockton-Blvd-Plan
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the EIR. Agencies should comment on such information as it relates to their statutory 
responsibilities in connection with the project. 

The EIR will provide an evaluation of potential environmental impacts associated with 
development of the proposed Plan. The proposed Plan project description, location, and 
environmental issue areas that may be affected by development of the proposed project are 
described below. The EIR will evaluate the potentially significant environmental impacts of the 
proposed project, on both a direct and cumulative basis, identify mitigation measures that may 
be feasible to lessen or avoid such impacts, and identify alternatives to the proposed project. 

PROJECT LOCATION/SETTING 

Figure 1 (Regional Location Map) shows the location of the Stockton Boulevard Plan area in the 
Sacramento region. The Plan area, as shown in Figure 2 includes an approximately 4.8-mile 
corridor along Stockton Boulevard, bounded by Alhambra Boulevard on the north and 65th Street 
on the south.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The City, in coordination with the community, will prepare the Stockton Boulevard Plan (Plan). 
The Plan, which will be a combined specific plan and neighborhood action plan, will reflect the 
City’s commitment to its neighborhoods and seek to promote community-driven development 
without displacement.  

The Stockton Boulevard Plan Area 

As shown in Figure 2, the Plan will be a combined Specific Plan and Neighborhood Action 
Plan. The Specific Plan will focus on improving the 4.5 mile stretch of Stockton Blvd. from 
Alhambra Blvd. to 65th Street. The Neighborhood Action Plan will focus on prioritizing the 
needs of the 23 neighborhoods that surround the Specific Plan Area so that residents and 
small businesses are able to benefit from future investments and improvements. The area 
covered by the Neighborhood Action Plan is shown in Figure 2 as the Neighborhood Study 
Area.  

The overall plan process is anticipated to be finalized in the summer of 2022. The plan process 
includes the following 6 phases 

1. Project Initiation: Begin project, identify and take stock of existing conditions. 

2. Community Priorities: identify issues, challenges, opportunities, and priorities of the 
community.  

3. Visioning: develop a shared vision for the Plan.  

4. Strategies and Actions: develop strategies and actions; align strategies to the vision; 
identify and prioritize implementation strategies. Strategies and actions will be focused 
around the following topics: Housing and Anti-displacement; Inclusive Economic 
Development; Placemaking, Arts and Culture; Environment and Public Health; and 
Mobility and Transportation.  

5. Draft Plan: draft and revise the Stockton Boulevard Plan and EIR. 
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6. Adopt Plan: finalize and adopt the Stockton Boulevard Plan and EIR. 

The City is currently working in Phase 3,Visioning and Phase 4, Strategies and Actions.   

The Plan will incorporate the analysis, recommendations, key findings, and implementation 
strategies from the Stockton Boulevard Corridor Study. The Study evaluates community 
transportation needs and presents a vision for transportation improvements along the corridor 
that connects and strengthens safety, mobility, and sense of community for the area. The 
result are conceptual designs, typically showing the roadway between the curb and sidewalk, 
for enhanced mobility along the corridor, along with costs estimates for next steps including 
environmental clearance, design, and construction. The Study Area covers the 4.2 miles of 
Stockton Boulevard. from Alhambra Blvd. to 47th Ave and includes. More information on the 
corridor study can be found on the City’s website at stocktonblvd.org  

The City is currently in the process of updating its General Plan (2040 General Plan), which is 
scheduled to be adopted before the Stockton Boulevard Plan. The 2040 General Plan is 
anticipated to increase the development potential within the Plan Area, particularly allowing for 
new housing development, along the corridor and in the Specific Plan Area. The Plan will be 
prepared to be consistent with allowable densities and land uses. The Plan will also identify the 
range of opportunity and underutilized sites along the corridor, many of which will have 
increased capacity under the 2040 General Plan. An infrastructure strategy is being prepared 
as part of the Plan, to identify more specific needs to accommodate this increased growth. 
More information on the 2040 General Plan can be found on the City’s website at 
www.sac2040gpu.org.  

Website 

Additional information and materials relating to the proposed project are available on the City’s 
web site at cityofsacramento.org/Stockton-Blvd-Plan.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS AND SCOPE OF THE EIR 

The EIR will analyze potentially significant impacts that result from implementation of the 
proposed SBP. Pursuant to Section 15063(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, an Initial Study has not 
been prepared for the proposed project. The EIR will evaluate the full range of environmental 
issues contemplated for consideration under CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines and will focus on 
the following: 

• Air Quality; 
• Archaeological, Historic, and Tribal Cultural Resources; 
• Biological Resources; 
• Global Climate Change and Energy; 
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials; 
• Noise and Vibration; 
• Parks and Recreation; 
• Public Services; 
• Transportation and Circulation; 
• Visual Resources; and 

file://aei-mp01-vm/Shares/Projects/2019/19010203.01%20-%20Sacramento,%20City%20of%20-%20Stockton%20Boulevard%20Plan/4_Deliverables%20in%20progress/05_NOP/03_%20To%20PIC/cityofsacramento.org/Stockton-Blvd-Plan


 

4 

• Utilities 

SUBMITTING COMMENTS 

Comments and suggestions regarding the appropriate scope of analysis in the EIR are invited 
from all interested parties. Written comments or questions concerning the EIR for the proposed 
project should be directed to the City’s environmental project manager at the following address 
by 5:00 p.m. on August 9, 2021. Please include the commenter’s full name and address. 

Scott Johnson, Senior Planner 
City of Sacramento Community Development Department 
300 Richards Boulevard, Third Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811 
Telephone: (916) 808-5842 
E-mail: srjohnson@cityofsacramento.org 
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Figure 1 Regional Location Map 

Source: City of Sacramento 2020, County of Sacramento 2020, Ascent 2021   
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Figure 2 Stockton Boulevard Plan Area  
 

 
 

Source: City of Sacramento 2020, Ascent 2021 



 
 

  Printed on Recycled Paper 

July 16, 2021 

Mr. Scott Johnson 
City of Sacramento 
300 Richards Boulevard, Third Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
SRJohnson@cityofsacramento.org 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND 
SCOPING MEETING FOR THE STOCKTON BOULEVARD PLAN – DATED JULY 8, 
2021 (STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2021070139) 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a Notice of Preparation 
of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Scoping Meeting for the Stockton 
Boulevard Plan (Project).  The Lead Agency is receiving this notice from DTSC because 
the Project may include one or more of the following: groundbreaking activities, work in 
close proximity to a roadway, work in close proximity to mining or suspected mining or 
former mining activities, presence of site buildings that may require demolition or 
modifications, importation of backfill soil, and/or work on or in close proximity to an 
agricultural or former agricultural site. 

DTSC recommends that the following issues be evaluated in the EIR Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials section: 

1. The EIR should acknowledge the potential for historic or future activities on or 
near the project site to result in the release of hazardous wastes/substances on 
the project site.  In instances in which releases have occurred or may occur, 
further studies should be carried out to delineate the nature and extent of the 
contamination, and the potential threat to public health and/or the environment 
should be evaluated.  The EIR should also identify the mechanism(s) to initiate 
any required investigation and/or remediation and the government agency who 
will be responsible for providing appropriate regulatory oversight. 



Mr. Scott Johnson  
July 16, 2021 
Page 2 

2. Refiners in the United States started adding lead compounds to gasoline in the 
1920s in order to boost octane levels and improve engine performance.  This 
practice did not officially end until 1992 when lead was banned as a fuel additive 
in California.  Tailpipe emissions from automobiles using leaded gasoline 
contained lead and resulted in aerially deposited lead (ADL) being deposited in 
and along roadways throughout the state.  ADL-contaminated soils still exist 
along roadsides and medians and can also be found underneath some existing 
road surfaces due to past construction activities.  Due to the potential for 
ADL-contaminated soil DTSC, recommends collecting soil samples for lead 
analysis prior to performing any intrusive activities for the project described in 
the EIR. 

3. If any sites within the project area or sites located within the vicinity of the project 
have been used or are suspected of having been used for mining activities, 
proper investigation for mine waste should be discussed in the EIR.  DTSC 
recommends that any project sites with current and/or former mining operations 
onsite or in the project site area should be evaluated for mine waste according to 
DTSC’s 1998 Abandoned Mine Land Mines Preliminary Assessment Handbook  

4. If buildings or other structures are to be demolished on any project sites included 
in the proposed project, surveys should be conducted for the presence of 
lead-based paints or products, mercury, asbestos containing materials, and 
polychlorinated biphenyl caulk.  Removal, demolition and disposal of any of the 
above-mentioned chemicals should be conducted in compliance with California 
environmental regulations and policies.  In addition, sampling near current and/or 
former buildings should be conducted in accordance with DTSC’s 2006 Interim 
Guidance Evaluation of School Sites with Potential Contamination from Lead 
Based Paint, Termiticides, and Electrical Transformers. 

5. If any projects initiated as part of the proposed project require the importation of 
soil to backfill any excavated areas, proper sampling should be conducted to 
ensure that the imported soil is free of contamination.  DTSC recommends the 
imported materials be characterized according to DTSC’s 2001 Information 
Advisory Clean Imported Fill Material. 

6. If any sites included as part of the proposed project have been used for 
agricultural, weed abatement or related activities, proper investigation for 
organochlorinated pesticides should be discussed in the EIR.  DTSC 
recommends the current and former agricultural lands be evaluated in 
accordance with DTSC’s 2008 Interim Guidance for Sampling Agricultural 
Properties (Third Revision). 



Mr. Scott Johnson  
July 16, 2021 
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DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the EIR.  Should you need any 
assistance with an environmental investigation, please submit a request for Lead 
Agency Oversight Application.  Additional information regarding voluntary agreements 
with DTSC can be found at DTSC’s Brownfield website..   

If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 255-3710 or via email at 
Gavin.McCreary@dtsc.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gavin McCreary 
Project Manager 
Site Evaluation and Remediation Unit 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 

cc: (via email) 

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse 
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov 

Mr. Dave Kereazis 
Office of Planning & Environmental Analysis 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov 















 

July 22, 2021  
 

Mr. Scott Johnson          
City of Sacramento – Community Development Department   
300 Richards Boulevard, 3rd Floor   
Sacramento, CA 95811   
 
Subject:    Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

and Scoping Meeting for the Stockton Boulevard Specific Plan   
 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 
  

The Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District (Regional San) and the 
Sacramento Area Sewer District (SASD) have the following comments 
regarding the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
for the Stockton Boulevard Plan. The Specific Plan Area will focus on improving a 
4.5-mile stretch of Stockton Boulevard from Alhambra Boulevard to 65th Street.   
 
Local sanitary sewer service for the proposed project site will be provided by 
both SASD and the City of Sacramento’s (City) local sewer collection systems. 
Ultimate conveyance of wastewater from the SASD and City collection 
systems to the Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant (SRWTP) for 
treatment and disposal will be provided by the Regional San interceptor 
system.  
 
The City’s service area is provided conveyance via Sump 2/2A and the 
Regional San City Interceptor system. Cumulative impacts of the proposed 
project will need to be quantified by the project proponents to ensure that wet 
and dry weather capacity limitations within Sump 2/2A and the City 
Interceptor are not exceeded. 
 
On March 13, 2013, Regional San approved the Wastewater Operating 
Agreement between Regional San and the City. The following limitations are 
outlined in the subject Agreement as follows:   

 

Service Area Flow Rate (MGD)
Combined Flows from Sump 2 and Sump 
2A 

60 

Combined flows from Sumps 2, 2A, 21, 
55, and 119

98 

Total to City Interceptor of combined 
flows from Sumps 2, 2A, 21, 55, 119, and 
five trunk connections

108.5 
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In order to receive sewer service, the project proponent must complete a Sewer Master Plan that 
includes connection points and phasing information to assess the capacity of the existing sewer 
system to accommodate the additional flows generated by this project.  

In February 2013, the Regional San Board of Directors adopted the Interceptor Sequencing Study 
(ISS). The ISS updated the Regional San Master Plan 2000. The ISS is located on the Regional San 
website at www.regionalsan.com/ISS. 

In March 2021, the SASD Board of Directors approved the most current SASD planning document, 
the 2020 System Capacity Plan Update (SCP). The SCP is located on the SASD website at 
www.sacsewer.com/devres-standards.html. 

Regional San and SASD are not land-use authorities. Regional San and SASD plans and designs its 
sewer systems using information from land use authorities. Regional San and SASD base the projects 
identified within its planning documents on growth projections provided by these land-use 
authorities. Onsite and offsite environmental impacts associated with extending sewer services to this 
development should be contemplated within this Environmental Impact Report. 

Customers receiving service from Regional San and SASD are responsible for rates and fees outlined 
within the latest Regional San and SASD ordinances. Fees for connecting to the sewer system 
recover the capital investment of sewer and treatment facilities that serves new customers. The SASD 
ordinance is located on the SASD website at www.sacsewer.com/ordinances and the Regional San 
ordinance is located on the Regional San website at www.regionalsan.com/ordinance. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me at (916) 876-6104 or by 
email at armstrongro@sacsewer.com. 

Sincerely, 

Robb Armstrong  
Robb Armstrong 
Regional San Development Services & Plan Check  

 
 



Department of Transportation 

Ron E. Vicari, Director 
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Divisions
Administration

Maintenance & Operations
Engineering & Planning
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July 21, 2021  
 
 
Kurtis Steinert 
Office of Planning and Environmental Review 
827 7th Street, Room 225 
Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
 
SUBJECT:  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMENTS ON NOTICE OF 
PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT AND SCOPING 
MEETING FOR THE STOCKTON BOULEVARD PLAN 
 
Dear Kurtis: 
 
We received the Notice of Preparation for the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 
City of Sacramento’s Stockton Boulevard Plan and have the following comments to offer at this 
time: 
 

1. SacDOT appreciates having been included as a member of the project team for the 
initial Stockton Boulevard Corridor Study. SacDOT looks forward to continued 
coordination and input as the project undergoes environmental review. We would 
request that you please forward a copy of the DEIR when available for review. 

 
Please feel free to contact me at (916) 876-4108 with any questions. 

 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
_______________________ 
Cameron Shew, P.E., T.E. 
Senior Civil Engineer 
Department of Transportation 
 
CHS:gg 
 
 
Cc: Matt Darrow, SacDOT 
 Steve White, SacDOT  
 Lupe Rodriguez, SacDOT   
 Lu Li, SacDOT 

Kamal Atwal, SacDOT 
Kyle Hines, SacDOT 



 
 
Office of Planning and 
Environmental Review  
Leighann Moffitt, Director 

 
 

Interim County Executive 
Ann Edwards 

 

827 7th Street, Room 225  •  Sacramento, California 95814  •  phone (916) 874-6141  •  fax (916) 874-7499 
 www.per.saccounty.net 

 
August 9, 2021 
 
Scott Johnson, Senior Planner 
City of Sacramento Community Development Department 
300 Richards Boulevard, Third Floor, Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
 
Subject:  NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE STOCKTON 
BOULEVARD PLAN 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
Sacramento County appreciates the opportunity to provide comments for the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for 
the Stockton Boulevard Plan Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  Our comments are from Planning and 
Environmental Review, below and attached comments are from the Sacramento County Department of 
Transportation. 
 
The NOP includes a study area map, which includes properties that are within the City of Sacramento and 
unincorporated Sacramento County.  In addition, the NOP identified a list of CEQA topics that would be 
analyzed in the EIR which include: Air Quality; Archaeological, Historic, and Tribal Cultural Resources; 
Biological Resources; Global Climate Change and Energy; Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Noise and 
Vibration; Parks and Recreation; Public Services; Transportation and Circulation; Visual Resources; and 
Utilities. 
 
Planning and Environmental Review has the following comments:   
 
1) There is no overall project description of what the Stockton Boulevard Plan entails.  The NOP identifies the 

process associated with the Stockton Boulevard Plan (Plan) and references that the City’s 2040 General 
Plan and Stockton Boulevard Corridor Plan contain strategies and densities that will be incorporated into 
the Plan.  Please ensure the EIR identifies what goals and outcomes are expected, and how this plan 
relates to the existing Stockton Boulevard Corridor Plan.  Projects, including identification of physical 
changes, that will result from the Plan need to be identified and evaluated.  Specifically, the EIR needs to 
consider all reasonably foreseeable projects, including any efforts the County is undertaking in the same 
vicinity.  Identifying the expectations and projects would provide a clearer picture of the impacts to the 
Stockton Boulevard Plan and the potential future impacts to those parts of the study area, which are not 
proposed for development at this time. 

2) The NOP states “The 2040 General Plan is anticipated to increase the development potential within the 
Plan Area, particularly allowing for new housing development, along the corridor and in the Specific Plan 
Area. The Plan will be prepared to be consistent with allowable densities and land uses. The Plan will also 
identify the range of opportunity and underutilized sites along the corridor, many of which will have 
increased capacity under the 2040 General Plan”.  The EIR needs to include a discussion of potential Land 
Use impacts generated by the proposed plan, in addition to the topics listed in the NOP.   

3) The Study Area of the project includes a section of unincorporated County. Is the City including this in the 
Study Area to have continuity in describing the environmental setting or is this in anticipation of future 
annexations?  

http://www.per.saccounty.net/


Please contact Leanne Mueller, Senior Planner at muellerl@saccounty.net if you have any questions regarding 
these comments. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Leighann Moffitt AICP 
Planning Director 
 
 
Attachment 

mailto:muellerl@saccounty.net
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AirQuality.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 9, 2021 
 

 
Scott Johnson 
Senior Planner 
City of Sacramento  
Community Development Department 
300 Richards Boulevard, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
  
Subject:  Stockton Boulevard Plan Notice of Preparation for an Environmental Impact Report 
 State Clearinghouse # 2021070139 
 
 
Dear Scott Johnson: 
 
Thank you for providing the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (Sac Metro Air 
District) with the opportunity to review the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Stockton Boulevard Plan 
(Plan). This Plan will be a combined specific plan and neighborhood action plan, prepared by the City of 
Sacramento in coordination with community stakeholders, with a primary aim to promote community-
driven development without displacement. The Plan area consists roughly of parcels along the 4.5 mile 
stretch of Stockton Boulevard from Alhambra Boulevard to 65th Street. Please accept these comments 
on air quality and climate considerations for CEQA review. 
 
California Environmental Quality Act Review  
Please reference Sac Metro Air District’s guidance on reviewing projects under CEQA, The Guide to Air 
Quality Assessment in Sacramento County (CEQA Guide), available on our website, in preparing the Plan 
EIR. To ensure the EIR’s air quality and climate analyses are sufficiently comprehensive to help 
streamline future project level environmental review in the Plan area, please reference the CEQA 
Guide’s chapter on Program-Level Analysis of General Plans and Area Plans, and its chapter on 
Cumulative Air Quality Impacts. 
 
Program-level review should address Plan consistency with existing plans that reduce pollutants 
regulated by the Clean Air Act (criteria pollutants) and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The CEQA 
Guide’s chapter on program-level analysis specifically references the Sacramento Regional Ozone 
Attainment Plan and the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (MTP / SCS). That chapter also references project 
significance determination according to per capita targets outlined in the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB) Scoping Plan to meet State GHG reduction goals pursuant to the California Global Warming 

http://www.airquality.org/Residents/CEQA-Land-Use-Planning/CEQA-Guidance-Tools
http://www.airquality.org/Residents/CEQA-Land-Use-Planning/CEQA-Guidance-Tools
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch9ProgramLevel4-30-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch9ProgramLevel4-30-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch8Cumulative5-7-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/air-quality-health/air-quality-plans/federal-planning
http://www.airquality.org/air-quality-health/air-quality-plans/federal-planning
https://www.sacog.org/2020-metropolitan-transportation-plansustainable-communities-strategy-update
https://www.sacog.org/2020-metropolitan-transportation-plansustainable-communities-strategy-update
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan
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Solutions Act of 2006 (AB 32) and applicable Sac Metro Air District thresholds of significance. Other 
plans that help reduce criteria pollutants and GHG emissions include the City’s Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plans, the Sacramento Mayors’ Commission on Climate Change June 2020 Final Report, and the 
City General Plan. 
 
Construction 
If CEQA analysis demonstrates that project construction emissions will exceed applicable Sac Metro Air 
District thresholds of significance for criteria pollutants, Sac Metro Air District recommends mitigating 
associated impacts using mitigation methods referenced in the CEQA Guide’s chapter on Construction-
Generated Criteria Air Pollutant and Precursor Emissions.  
 
Additionally, all projects are subject to Sac Metro Air District rules and regulations in effect at the time 
of construction. Please visit our website to find a list of the most common rules that apply at the 
construction phase of projects. All projects undergoing CEQA review must implement Sac Metro Air 
District Basic Construction Emission Control Practices, also available on our website, in order to use the 
non-zero particulate matter CEQA thresholds of significance. 
 
Operations 
If CEQA analysis demonstrates that project operational emissions will exceed applicable Sac Metro Air 
District thresholds of significance for operational criteria pollutants, Sac Metro Air District recommends 
mitigating emission impacts using mitigation methods referenced in the CEQA Guide’s chapter on 
Operational Air Pollutant and Precursor Emissions, including  an Air Quality Mitigation Plan (AQMP) with 
measures to reduce operational emissions by 15% or more. Sac Metro Air District recommends using 
our Recommended Guidance for Land Use Emission Reductions as guidance in developing any AQMP 
measures. Should the project develop an AQMP, Sac Metro Air District respectfully requests 
consultation to review the AQMP for technical adequacy prior to inclusion in the final EIR. Due to this 
Plan’s location, which is relatively supportive of sustainable and non-polluting modes of travel, some of 
the measures in the referenced guidance may be intrinsic to plan development.  
 
Greenhouse Gases 
Sac Metro Air District’s Greenhouse Gas Thresholds for Sacramento County (Thresholds) provides 
information on complying with Sac Metro Air District thresholds of significance for GHG emissions. To 
meet these thresholds, projects that are not consistent with a qualified Climate Action Plan, in this case 
the City of Sacramento Climate Action Plan (CAP), must implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
as identified in the Thresholds.  
 
If the project is not consistent with the City’s CAP, then under the Thresholds it must incorporate the 
following BMPs: (1) no natural gas – projects shall be designed and constructed without natural gas 
infrastructure, and (2) Electric Vehicle Ready (EV Ready) – projects shall meet the current California 
Green Building Standards Code (CalGreen) Tier 2 standards, except all EV Capable spaces shall instead be 
EV Ready. After implementation of these BMPs, if the project’s operational emissions exceed 1,100 
metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions per year, then the project must demonstrate that it meets the 
SB 743 vehicle miles traveled reduction targets applicable to the City of Sacramento. For quick 
reference, please visit our Greenhouse Gas Threshold Applicability flow chart. If CEQA analysis 
demonstrates that project GHG emissions will exceed any adopted GHG threshold, we recommend 
mitigating emission impacts using mitigation methods referenced in the CEQA Guide’s chapter on GHG 
Emissions.  
 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/CH2ThresholdsTable4-2020.pdf
https://www.lgc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Mayors-Commission-on-Climate-Change-Final-Report.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/CH2ThresholdsTable4-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/CH2ThresholdsTable4-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch3Construction4-30-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch3Construction4-30-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/RulesAttachment10-2020Final.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/RulesAttachment10-2020Final.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch3BasicEmissionControlPracticesBMPSFinal7-2019.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/CH2ThresholdsTable4-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/CH2ThresholdsTable4-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch4OperationalFinal10-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch4OperationalFinal10-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/Businesses/CEQA-Land-Use-Planning/Mitigation
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDGHGThresholds2020-03-04v2.pdf
https://www.cityofsacramento.org/Community-Development/Resources/Online-Library/Sustainability
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/CAGBSC2019
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/CAGBSC2019
https://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/updates/sb-743/
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch6GHGBMPApplicabilityFlowChart9-23-2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch6GHG2-26-2021.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch6GHG2-26-2021.pdf
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Friant Ranch 
Sac Metro Air District recommends that the EIR include an analysis of health impacts that may result 
from project emissions, pursuant to the “Friant Ranch” decision. In December 2018 the California 
Supreme Court issued a decision in the Sierra Club v. County of Fresno case regarding the “Friant Ranch” 
project ((2018) 6 Cal. 5th 502).  The Court determined that CEQA air quality analysis should include a 
reasonable effort to connect a project's air quality impacts to likely health consequences or explain in 
meaningful detail why it is not feasible to do so. To analyze health effects pursuant to the Friant Ranch 
decision, please consult Sac Metro Air District’s  Guidance to Address the Friant Ranch Ruling for CEQA 
Projects in the Sac Metro Air District. 
 
AB 617 Community Air Protection Program 
The Plan area south of Elder Creek Road / 47th Avenue is located in Sacramento’s AB 617 Community Air 
Protection Program community. Pursuant to AB 617, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has 
identified this community as disproportionally impacted by air pollution and has selected it for the 
development and implementation of an air monitoring plan.  
 
Consistent with the purpose of AB 617, Sac Metro Air District recommends that the EIR include a careful 
analysis of the potential impacts of toxic air contaminant sources on public health in the project area, 
both from construction and operations associated with Plan implementation. Toxic air contaminants can 
cause long-term health effects such as cancer, birth defects, neurological damage, or genetic damage; or 
short-term acute effects such as eye watering, respiratory irritation (such as a cough), running nose, 
throat pain, and headaches. Please consult the CEQA Guide’s Chapter on Toxic Air Contaminants for 
methods of toxic air contaminant assessment, disclosure, and mitigation.  
 
Also consistent with the purpose of AB 617, Sac Metro Air District recommends including a “Cool 
Communities” alternative in the EIR alternatives analysis, which could provide for healthier conditions in 
the Plan area. A Cool Communities alternative would include measures to reduce urban heat island 
effect impacts in the Plan area. 
 
The Sac Metro Air District recently participated in the Capital Region Transportation Sector Urban Heat 
Island Mitigation Project (UHI Project), producing a report on urban heat island effect impacts on the 
Sacramento region, and mitigation strategies for these impacts. The heat island effect already presents a 
serious challenge for our region, according to the report. Urbanized areas in Sacramento range 3 to 9 
degrees Fahrenheit warmer than surrounding areas, which results in decreased air quality and 
associated public health impacts. The urban heat island results from the conversion of undeveloped land 
to urbanized land.  
 
Higher ambient temperatures increase formation of ozone, a respiratory system irritant. During extreme 
heat and extended heat waves, these higher temperatures can lead to heat stress, heat stroke, and even 
heat mortality, especially for the elderly, the young, and those with pre-existing health conditions. 
 
Key strategies to reduce urban heat island effect impacts include the following: 
 

 All new structures utilize certified cool roofs. The 2019 California Building Energy Efficiency 

Standards suggests an aged solar reflectance of at least 0.63 for low-sloped roofs and at least 

0.20 for steep-sloped roofs, and minimum thermal emittance of 0.75. The Cool Roof Rating 

Council provides a product directory of roofs. 

http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOct2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDFriantRanchFinalOct2020.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/air-quality-health/community-air-protection/ab-617-maps
http://www.airquality.org/air-quality-health/community-air-protection/ab-617-maps
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/carb-identified-toxic-air-contaminants
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/Ch5TAC4-2020.pdf
https://urbanheat-smaqmd.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/CEC-400-2018-020-CMF_0.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/CEC-400-2018-020-CMF_0.pdf
https://coolroofs.org/directory


 

 Page 4 of 5

Stockton Boulevard Plan  
Notice of Preparation for an Environmental Impact Report  

 

 New outdoor pavement is “cool pavement,” with an albedo of at least 0.25-0.5. For guidance on 

cool pavement strategies, please visit Sac Metro Air District’s Recommended Cool Pavement 

Strategies. 

 

 Project landscaping includes new trees to shade new and existing pavements to the full extent 
feasible, with air-quality supportive trees such as those identified in the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation’s Shady Eighty guide. The air quality benefits of shade trees include removing 
particulate matter from the atmosphere and reducing the urban heat island effect, which in turn 
lowers summertime temperatures, cools buildings, and reduces ozone formation. Greater 
neighborhood tree canopy has been correlated to improvement of overall human health. 
Additionally, studies have correlated neighborhood tree shade to increased use of active 
transportation. 

A Cool Communities alternative would incorporate the following measures: 

 Cool roofs for all new construction 

 Cool pavement for all new paved area of greater than one acre 

 Continuous tree shading along all public sidewalks and outdoor public spaces to the full extent 
feasible, in addition to meeting the City’s commendable parking lot tree shade requirements 

 Quantified tree canopy coverage targets the Plan area 

 Pedestrian connectivity metrics and a network of complete streets between complementary 
destinations, such as residences and neighborhood retail, to provide for healthy active 
transportation alternatives and reduce reliance on personal automobile use  

Replacing automobile trips with non-polluting modes of transportation can help reduce public health 
impacts, including polluting emissions and contributions to urban heat island effect, associated with 
automobile use and supporting infrastructure needs.  
 
Transit Corridor 
Sac Metro Air District recommends that the EIR alternatives analysis disucss the air quality and climate 
benefits of providing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), or High Capacity Bus Service, along Stockton Boulevard in 
the Plan area. Stockton Boulevard is a major Sacramento Regional Transit (SacRT) corridor, and SacRT is 
assessing opportunities for High Capacity Bus Service there. BRT is faster and more reliable than 
conventional bus service and can transport more people for commutes to work, school and to meet 
their daily needs. BRT strategies include bus-only lanes, signal priority and station amenities. According 
to the Stockton Boulevard Plan website, “Proximity to transit routes, including future bus rapid transit” 
is one of the reasons that the area was selected for planning. Increased transit ridership is a critical 
strategy in meeting state and federal air quality and climate goals, including Sac Metro Air District’s 
Sacramento Regional Ozone Attainment Plan and other plans for meeting federal and state air quality 
standards.  
 
 
 

http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDRecommendedCoolPavementStrategies.pdf
http://www.airquality.org/LandUseTransportation/Documents/SMAQMDRecommendedCoolPavementStrategies.pdf
https://www.sactree.com/assets/ShadyEightySTFweb.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1353829216301332#:~:text=The%20results%20indicated%20that%20more,high%20blood%20pressure%2C%20and%20asthma.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1353829216301332#:~:text=The%20results%20indicated%20that%20more,high%20blood%20pressure%2C%20and%20asthma.
http://urbandesign4health.com/projects/green-prescriptions
http://urbandesign4health.com/projects/green-prescriptions
https://www.sacrt.com/apps/wp-content/uploads/Stockton-Blvd-Analysis-Final-2020_08_20-Attachment-2-High-Capacity-Bus.pdf
https://www.sacrt.com/apps/wp-content/uploads/Stockton-Blvd-Analysis-Final-2020_08_20-Attachment-2-High-Capacity-Bus.pdf
https://ascent.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=9d0bdc21322a400db992854bc374fbf0
http://www.airquality.org/businesses/air-quality-plans
http://www.airquality.org/businesses/air-quality-plans
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Conclusion 
Thank you for your attention to our comments. If you have questions about them, please contact me at 
mwright@airquality.org or (279) 207-1157.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
Molly Wright 
Air Quality Planner / Analyst 
 
cc:  Paul Philley, Program Supervisor 
 Raef Porter, Program Manager 
 Jaime Lemus, Division Manager 
  
 
 
 

mailto:mwright@airquality.org


 

  

 
 
 

Sent Via E-Mail 
 
August 9, 2021 
 
Scott Johnson, Senior Planner  
City of Sacramento Community Development Department  
300 Richards Boulevard, Third Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95811  
srjohnson@cityofsacramento.org 
 
Subject:  Stockton Boulevard Plan / NOP / 2021070139 
 
 
Dear Mr. McCoy: 
 
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) appreciates the opportunity to 
provide comments on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Stockton Boulevard 
Plan (Project, SCH 2021070139).  SMUD is the primary energy provider for 
Sacramento County and the proposed Project area.  SMUD’s vision is to empower 
our customers with solutions and options that increase energy efficiency, protect the 
environment, reduce global warming, and lower the cost to serve our region.  As a 
Responsible Agency, SMUD aims to ensure that the proposed Project limits the 
potential for significant environmental effects on SMUD facilities, employees, and 
customers.   
 
It is our desire that the Project will acknowledge any impacts related to the following:  
 

• Overhead and or underground transmission and distribution line 
easements. Please view the following links on smud.org for more 
information regarding transmission encroachment: 

• https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and-
Construction-Services 

• https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Business-with-SMUD/Land-
Use/Transmission-Right-of-Way 

• Utility line routing 
• Electrical load needs/requirements 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Climate Change 
• Cumulative impacts related to the need for increased electrical delivery 
• The potential need to relocate and or remove any SMUD infrastructure 

that may be affected in or around the project area  
 

 

mailto:srjohnson@cityofsacramento.org
https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and-Construction-Services
https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and-Construction-Services
https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Business-with-SMUD/Land-Use/Transmission-Right-of-Way
https://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Business-with-SMUD/Land-Use/Transmission-Right-of-Way


   

 
SMUD would like to be involved with discussing the above areas of interest as well 
as discussing any other potential issues.  We aim to be partners in the efficient and 
sustainable delivery of the proposed Project.  Please ensure that the information 
included in this response is conveyed to the Project planners and the appropriate 
Project proponents.   
 
Environmental leadership is a core value of SMUD, and we look forward to 
collaborating with you on this Project. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to 
provide input on this NOP.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at 916.732.6676, or by email at rob.ferrera@smud.org. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rob Ferrera 
Environmental Services Specialist 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
6201 S Street 
Sacramento, CA 95817 
 
 
cc:  Entitlements 
 

mailto:rob.ferrera@smud.org
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